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brought all forms of work to a standstill. Tramways ceased
to function, and even railways were affected.
On i6th June, Senor Gil Robles, defending a Right
Morion demanding of the Government measures for the
restoration of order, informed the Cortes of recent damage
to property and bloodshed : 160 churches destroyed;
251 churches damaged ; people killed, 269 ; wounded,
1,287 ; buildings attacked or damaged, 381 ; strikes, 113 ;
partial strikes, 228 ; newspaper offices attacked or de-
stroyed, 43 ; bombs thrown, 146. All this, he said, had
happened since the Popular's Front victory at the polls.
His figures were challenged, but it is believed that they
cannot be very inaccurate. His chief object in citing them
was to show that the Government was not governing.
During the month of June, Madrid was alarmed by
persistent rumours of Fascist plots to overthrow the Govern-
ment. An army officer was arrested in connection with an
attempt, organized by Royalists, in which, by masquerading
as members of the Civil Guard, a revolt against the existing
regime was to be initiated ; the police captured a large
consignment of uniforms sent from Zaragoza to Madrid
for this purpose.
As a result of the elections the question of closing schools
maintained by religious orders had become acute. Hitherto
the Government had insisted on the letter of the Constitu-
tion being observed only in regard to schools maintained
by the Jesuits ; other religious orders were permitted to
function, as secular teachers could not be found in sufficient
numbers to take their place. During the months of May
and June many of these establishments were peremptorily
closed, and teachers and pupils ceased their activities.
This drew protests from many parents who, whatever their
political opinions might be, preferred to see their children